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‘Truly disturbing’

Ex-mayor slams commission’s reguest to Simeon Brown for hybrid council

auranga’s commission have
sought a law change to have
the city governed by a mix
of commissioners and
councillors in what one former
mayor describes as a “truly
disturbing” move against

The Bay of Plenty
Times can reveal Tau-
ranga City Council’'s com-
mission, now in the final
months of its term ahead
of July’s election, wrote to
Local Government Minister -

commissioners - one of them a
chairperson - and five elected coun-
cillors, followed by either a retum to
a fully-elected council in October
2025, or for a mayor to be elected
then, and a full election in 2028.

It referenced a council-
commissioned report that recom-
mended the 60/40 split to keep “the
commissioners’ insti-

tutional knowledge”

while avoiding the
“significant risks” of
an abrupt return
to full democracy.
The council
said the inde-
pendent report
cost $32,817 plus
GST.
The report and

Simeon Brown late last ‘ g the commission’s
year about the hybrid Tauranga Clty Councu December 19 letter
model. commission were released to the

It asked for the council chairwoman Anne Bay of Plenty Times
to be governed by four Tolley. under the Local

There is genuine
concern that
history may
repeat itself

report

Government Official Information and
Meetings Act.

It was not the first attempt by the
commission - appointed in 2021 and
made up of chairwoman Anne Tolley,
Bill Wasley, Shadrach Rolleston, and
Stephen Selwood - to extend central
Governments intervention in the
council.

Last April it asked then-Local Gov-
emment Minister and Labour MP
Kieran McAnulty for a Crown ob-
server to be appointed post-election,
which he declined.

Tolley told the Bay of Plenty Times
in February the commission was con-

Former Tauranga mayor
Greg Brownless, pictured
in 2019. Photo/Andrew Warner

sidering “making the same recom-
mendation” about a Crown observer
to the local government min-

ister.

She said this week
she did not mention
the December re-
quest then as she was
“not asked about any
previous recommern-
dations on other
models” and the min-
ister never responded
to the request, which

leadership” for success and “the bene-
fit of the city”.

The commission’s letter
emphasised that “the
stakes are incredibly

“The very future of
our city as theregion’s
economic power-
house, and as a great
place to live, work,
learn and play, will de-

pend upon the council
being led by a high-

required a law change. functioning governance
The comumission team.”

wrote to the minister Scott Adams, Urban The letter quoted the

again on Friday Task Force chairman report by consultancy

confirming its recom- andmanagingdirector firm Martin Jenkins

mendation was for a of Carrus. stating a sudden transi-

Crown observer.
‘The stakes are incredibly high’
In the December letter, the com-
mission said “considerable progress”
had been achieved but there were 13
key risk areas requiring “proactive

tion to a fully elected
council posed “significant risks”.
“Such a move could jeopardise the
hard-eammed momentum in

continued on A2

democracy.
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Correction

A front-page story and caption
in Tuesday's paper incorrectly
described Tommy Wilson as a
community connector at Té
Tuinga Whanau Support
Services Trust.

CBD bus stop

Landlord says he’s bleeding money’

Local
Democracy
Reporting

Tauranga landlord says he

is “bleeding money” and un-

able to lease part of his CBD

building because of the bus
stop outside.

Murray Read-Smith, who owns a
building on Durham St, said he has
been unable to tenant the ground
floor since the bus interchange
relocated to outside his property in
June 2022.

One tenant, a law firm, broke their
lease early in January 2023 because
the bus stop seats were right outside
their windows, he said.

“The law office couldnt even do
business because a lot of their clients
were older people and there’s noise
outside [and] often a bit of scuffling
going on.”

The tenant stayed for six months,
but “they just couldn’t take it”, he said.

“Soit’salong time without tenants.”

Security guards are stationed at
the stops during peak times and at
night, said Read-Smith.

Asked if the lack of tenants had a
financial impact, Read-Smith said:
“We are bleeding money”.

Of the six leasable spaces in his
building, only the three top-floor

tenancies were leased, he said.

The bus interchange was moved
from Willow St to Durham St tempor-
arily to make way for Te Manawataki
o Te Papa, the council’s $306m civic
precinct project.

Tauranga City Council was yet to
decide the permanent home for the
stops and suggested the southerm end
of Durham St.

However, this idea was met with
opposition from landowners, who
didn't want the stops outside their
planned developments.

Read-Smith said the permanent

AT i e

St.

Bay ot Plenty Regional Coundl said there had been' areduction in anu-soclal
behaviour since the relocation of the Tauranga CBD bus terminal to Durham

bus stops should be in front of
Baycowrt Community and Aris
Centre, further up the street and
outside the Durham St parking build-

ing.

He also has plans to develop a five-
storey apartment building with a
basement carpark and ground floor
retail.

Read-Smith said he was reluctant
to progress the plans until the council
decided on a permanent spot for the
bus stops.

Council transport development
team leader Tom McEntyre said the
council “fully sympathised” with
people affected by issues with the
temporary bus interchange.

The council’s goal was to make it
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EX-mayor slams commission’s request to

continued from Al

advancing critical infrastructural pro-
jects initiated to address historical
underinvestment ... [and] undermine
the confidence of strategic partners,
investors and stakeholders.”

The report stated it was “vital” new
govermance arrangements were
“carefully tailored” to propel the city
and region forward with “assurance
and unwavering direction”.

It found immediately reverting to
full democracy could result in similar
governance issues to those that led
to commissioners being appointed
after the council was sacked.

“Recently former councillors have
explicitly declared their intentions to
be re-elected so that they can reverse
decisions made by the commis-

sioners,” the report said.

“Public declarations like this align
with the observations made by the
Review and Observer Team in their
report, where they noted ‘the lack of
personal acceptance of the role that
individual elected members have’.

“There is genuine concemn that
history may repeat itself,” the report
stated.

It could also dent confidence of
key funders and private sector enti-
ties and lead to “reduced investments
in the city”.

Truly disturbing’

Former Tauranga mayor Greg
Brownless told the Bay of Plenty
Times he believed it was “disin-
genuous” that Tolley did not refer to
the December letter when inter-
viewed in February.

Brownless was mayor from 2016
to 2019 and said he was still unde-
cided whether he would run in the
elections this year.

He said in a statement it was his
opinion the commission seemed to
have “gone behind the backs” of
Tauranga residents to fry to extend
their term.

In his opinion, it was “tuly
disturbing” the commission appeared
to have worked against democracy
again.

He also did not agree with the
commissioning of the report. In his
view, it was an “unethical”’ use of
ratepayer money in “another desper-
ate attempt to cling to power” and
“prolong their highly paid jobs”.

The commission was paid more
than $921,000 in total for the four

members’ parttime work and
expenses between July 2022 and
June 2023.

Tauranga elected member re-
muneration is currently set at
$172,918 for the mayor plus a pool of
$1,198,246 to be split between the 10
other members.

Voters must leam from mistakes’

Urban Task Force chairman Scott
Adams said the property organisation
supported the appointment of a
Crown observer, who would have no
authority over an elected council but
would regularly report back to the
Govermment.

He said the task force was con-
cemed for the city and it was critical
“voters leam from mistakes and vote
in the right people”.

“We can't go relitigating the works
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Murray Read-Smith is unable to lease the ground =
fioor of his Durham St property. j

Photos / John Borren, SunLive

safer and easier for people to move
around Tauranga, while minimising
negative effects as much as possible,
he said.

After the bus interchange was
relocated the council and its pariner
agencies decided to replace the inter-
change with several main bus stops
in the city centre, said McEntyre.

The location for some of these
stops was confirmed by the commis-
sioners at a meeting on March 18.

“Progress has been slower in the
southemn part of the city centre be-
cause there are many businesses and
building developments that might be
affected.

“We've spent a lot of time
discussing possible locations with
business owners, property Owners,

itsalong time
without tenants.
Murray Read-Smith

tenants, developers and other people
who might be affected by new bus
stops in this part of town.”

These included people in Durham
St for local bus stops and people in
parts of Elizabeth St and Spring St for
apossible new inter-regional bus stop,
he said.

“Over the past three months we've
connected with them through
workshops, facetoface meetings,
drop-in sessions, emails, letters and
door-to-door visits.”

Read-Smith said the recent con-
sultation was constructive and
enabled property owners to build a
balanced perspective of the need for
comimercial development on
Durham St.

The council was close to finalising
options to present to the commis-
sioners at a council meeting on April
29, said McEntyre.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded
by RNZ and NZ On Air.

that have already been done,” he said.

“We all know too well the damage
that can occur from poor [govern-
ancel. We need people who know and
have sirategic governance ability and
business acumen,” Adams said.

“You have to run a city like a
business. It has to be focussed on
growth. If you don't grow, you die.”

Tolley responds

Tolley said it was part of the
commission’s role to explore options
for a successful transiion to an
elected council.

“In order to do this, we needed to
be in a position where we could
provide relevant, up-to-date informa-
tion to the Local Government Mirnis-
ter on our current work programime
and the risks associated with
overseeing its delivery, together with

Simeon Brovvn'for hybrid

an understanding of the various
options and models available that
have been used previously in situa-
tions like ours, such as Kaipara Dis-
trict Council and Environment Can-
terbury.”

It commissioned the report to get
independent advice, and it was the
commissioners’ ‘responsibility” to re-
port that advice to Brown to consider.

She said the commission still
believed it was appropriate and re-
sponsible to advise Brown of “actions
that could be taken to safeguard the
interests of the people of Tauranga”.

“A formal letter was sent to the
minister on Friday, confirming our
recommendation that the minister
consider appointing a Crown ob-
server to support the new council
elected in July.”

council

Tolley said she had been “very
open in other media interviews”
advocating for hybrid models.

Earlier this month, Tolley told Mike
Hosking she preferred a hybrid model
as democracy sometimes “fails”.

She told the Bay of Plenty Times
last week she would finish her term
on the commission overseas.

Minister of Local Government's
decision

Asked about the December letter,
Brown said he considered the com-
mission’s recommendations and ac-
knowledged “there are high-risk pro-
jects” but they were not enough to
justify his intervention.

He was “looking forward to seeing
democracy retum to Tauranga’.

“Local elections are the primary
mechanism for communities to exer-
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Tauranga City commissioners: Shadrach Rolleston, Bill Wasley, Stephen
Selwood, Anne Tolley.

cise their democratic rights and elect
their representatives.”

Councils were not able to entrench
decisions and the commission had
the same powers and responsibilities
as elected members.

Brown said he would send his
response to the commission in due
course.

The Bay of Plenty Times has

Y

sought his view on the Crown ob-
server recommendation.

Kiri Gillespie is an assistant news
director and a senior journalist for the
Bay of Plenty Times and Rotorua
Daily Post, specialising in local politics
and city issues. She was a finalist for
the Voyager Media Awards Regional
Journalist of the Year in 2021.
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