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Off-ramp opening

Evening congestion
towards Papamoa
to be eased by
earlier ramp access

Sonya

he eastbound off-ramp to

the new interchange

connecting Papamoa East to

the Tauranga Eastern Link
motorway will open next month and
is expected to ease evening traffic to
the suburb.

Tauranga City councillor Steve
Morris told the Bay of Plenty Times
thousands of people drove home to
Papamoa every evening, and having
the off-ramp open would “really im-
prove things”.

“Domain Rd is a real bottleneck. ..
in the evenings, in particular.”

The Papamoa ward councillor said
he was approached by a Papamoa
East business last year about the
possibility of opening the off-ramp
earlier than the rest of the inter-
change, given the entire project
would take much longer.

“‘Residents were asking the
questions as well.

“And so, through that, because it's
a Tauranga City Council project, Tau-
ranga City Council had a significant
appetite to open the off-ramp earlier.”

Opening the offramp had
complications because the Tauranga
Eastern Link is a toll road, so the
council needed permission from the
New Zealand Transport Agency
Waka Kotahi to do so.

Morris said he asked Mayor Mahé
Drysdale to get in touch with Trans-
port Minister Chris Bishop.

“So, we got the approval from
NZTA, and now we've been working
towards. . . getting things open earlier.

“This off-ramp is really going to
improve things in terms of traffic flow
into Papamoa.”

The interchange will be
constructed over the Tauranga East-
ern Link, east of Wairakei neighbour-
hood, linking Te Okuroa Drive and
future street The Sands Avenue.

Bay of Plenty MP Tom Rutherford
said in a statement the off-ramp open-
ing early would deliver “much-
needed relief to the rapidly growing
community”.

It would open in the week begin-
ning August 25, he said.

“Detailed planning is progressing
well, and this is exactly the kind of
practical progress our residents have
been waiting for.”

Rutherford said the eastbound on-
ramp would need to stay closed so
the contractor could access the
overbridge, but the off-ramp would
alleviate the peak evening traffic flow.

Further information would be

This early opening demonstrates exactly
the kind of practical, results-focused

approach our community needs.
Tom Rutherford, Bay of Plenty MP

shared in the week before opening,
including via digital signage at the
Tauranga Eastern Link entrance.

He thanked NZTA and the council
for being committed to delivering the
project efficiently.

“This early opening demonstrates
exactly the kind of practical, results-
focused approach our community
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The new off-ramp to the under-construction Papamoa East Interchange.

needs,” Rutherford said.

Council senior project manager
Nic Barnett said the entire Papamoa
East Interchange project was planned
to be finished by mid-2026. The in-
terchange will cost $100 million and
was 51% NZTA-funded.

He said the council pushed for the
off-ramp to open ahead of schedule

when it realised this would be pos-
sible due to the contractors’ progress
and the “obvious benefits” to the
community.

NZTA regional manager of system
design Susan Collins said the agency
was pleased for all Tauranga road
users that the off-ramp was opening
early.
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She said the agency would carry
out consultation on a second toll
point on the Tauranga Eastern Link
Toll Road in due course.

Bishop said in April that a new toll
point was being considered for west
of the new interchange.

Tolling infrastructure would take
about a year to install.

Quick action stops
ship grounding

continued from Al

channel into shallow waters, the
qualified pilot took steps to slow it,
including ordering the crew to drop
both anchors.

By 356pm the ship had “effectively
stopped” outside the channel.

It “narrowly” avoided grounding,
the report said, with

only about “Im under- T
keel clearance”.

“It is virtually certain -
that the swift and well-
co-ordinated actions of ~

the pilots and ship’s
crew prevented the
ship running aground.”

Escort tugs towed
the ship further off-
shore where the vessel
could be anchored.

It stayed there, about
6.5km off the coast sur-
rounded by a 50m ex-
clusion zone, for sev-
eral days until it was
brought back to the
port to await a tow for
repairs overseas, ac-
cording to reporting at
the time.

The investigation re-
port said it was not im-
mediately apparent to
the crew during the in-
cident that the rudder
had broken off.

That was revealed
by a diver’s survey the
next day, along with
fractures to other parts
of the rudder system.

After an extensive search led by
the Port of Tauranga, the rudder was
recovered from the channel on July
26.

An inspection found the pintle was
missing from the bottom of the rud-
der.

The pintle is a metal pin the rudder
pivots around. The pintle was 942mm
tall and weighed 428kg. The rudder
weighed 14,231kg (14.2 tonnes).

The investigation found that, dur-
ing dry dock maintenance in China
in 2021, the pintle assembly had been
removed and reinstalled for the first
time in the 20-year-old ship’s history.

Wreckage examination and testing
found inconsistent welding penetra-
tion and thickness securing the pintle,
with the welds having “significant
porosity”.

“Those welds were susceptible to
cracking from normal vibrations as
they were generally poor quality with
limited weld penetration.”

It meant components securing the
pintle in place failed and the pintle
was lost before the ship lost its rudder.

Other components of the rudder
system were exposed to excessive
forces, ultimately leading to the loss
of the rudder and loss of control of
the ship.

The location of the incident.

“It is virtually certain that the way
the rudder pintle assembly was
reinstalled did not ensure that the
pintle would remain in place during
normal shipboard operations.”

The commission said ships with a
similar pintle arrangement to the
Achilles Bulker were at “far greater
risk”, putting seafarers and the en-
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vironment in “significant danger”.

Since the investigation, the com-
mission has identified the safety issue
relating to the quality assurance and
oversight used during the pintle re-
installation and made recommenda-
tions to address it.

Maritime New Zealand agreed to
work with an international marine
accident forum to investigate build-
ing an evidential base for action to
improve quality assurance systems
related to dry dock work, which
would include installation, major
repairs and maintenance of ship sys-
tems.

The Achilles Bulker anchored off
Mount Maunganui in 2023.
Photo / Alex Cairns
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